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TAKING A CHANCE ONLY SOLUTION OF RAILROAD TRAGEDj
1

1 ENGINEERATRIEDANO

i1 TRUSTEDEMPLOYEE1

I
II Manager Besler of the Jersey Central
I Declares that He Cannot Account

u for the Failure of Davis to Respond
L to the Signals of Danger

y Human Fallability He Says Is the
One Interpretation Precautions

I
Taken to Prevent the Employment of

Engineers Suffering from Color
Blindness-

W G Besler VicePresident and General Manager of the Jersey Cen

tral Railroad gave the following Rtat melt concerning the wreck to an-

t Evening World reporter today
There is but one expression that can be used In trying to give any

i explanation of tho wreck last nightthat is human fallibility With the

i latest signals both pneumatic and electric that inventors have devised

and with a straight stretch of tracks for eight miles t seems utterly ¬

consistent with human probability that such an strident could happen on

I a clear night
We are entirely at a loss to understand how an engineer under such

f Ircumstances could drive his engine into n train ahead There must have
been lesion of the brain or a momentary lapse of tho faculties

When I saw Davis in tbe hospital last night he told me Mr i3esler-
g

ISfr simply saw nothing ahead That is all that I remember

r Now Davis has been an engineer for tho past six years He is mar ¬

rledand lives in Philadelphia Ills record shows him to bo a straight and
honest man always sober and careful to a fault in handling the throttle

STALLED TRAIN NOT TO BLAME
With all proper signals displayed every protection against disaster her

engineer comes plunging along and drives his engine into the rear of an¬

other train that had been stopped because of a minor accident but which
was well within its rights and which had taken every precaution to pro-

tect
¬

its passengers and itself
I What the man had on his mind we dont know What he was doing

what he was thinking of to plunge headlong into such a wreck no one can
toll

The first thing I asked when I got to the wreck was What does Davis
say for himself how does ho explain It

The crews told me that he didnt see the flagman I wanted more than
that from him and all I could get was I didnt see I didnt see

He was mortally wounded at the time and in great pain With his
alndln the condition that it must have been when ho made that statement
pne cannOt place much dependence upon it

i Davis was not overworked for tho days labor of an engineer between
F Jersey City and Philadelphia is only five hours The train crews on the run

have what is called a pool Onethird of the force is composed of Central
men and the other twothirds of Philadelphia and Reading employees
Davis belonged to the latter and was a regular engineerlioj

NO REASON TO BE WORN OUT-
Is

tft
It not possible that ho had filled In aa the substitute of other en-

gineers
¬

i l and In consequence was worn out and in no condition to take the
15 road when he did last night

et He was a regular engineer but he could have done that Assumingt > i that he did however and that ho was making his second run ho would
have only been working ten hours and that would be nothing for a man
who had started out fresh in tho morning

1 f Could ho havo been color blind unknown to tho officials of the com-
pany

¬

r
vi I hardly think It possible The Philadelphia rind Reading Company
Ii la most particular with respect to color blindness or any affection of the

eyes It examines its men every two years and so in view of that we must
presume that Davis came under tho rule as ho had been there for six

Ijreara

COULD HE BE COLORBLINDC-
ould not color blindness occur suddenly within a very short perio-

df time-
I urn not on expert but recall experiments mndeby tho Philadelphia

l ilU1d Reading showing that men after a run of 260 miles on ono of the
teat mall trains were not as acute In sight as they were before beginning

r the run In Daviss case though this could not apply for lie was Just
rf Btarting out with his eyes supposedly fresh

He ran a mile and a half beyond tho cautionary signal That Is a
green light and had he boon attending to his business ho would have known
that the next block would display a danger or obstruction signal of red Ills
duty was when he say tho cautionary signal to have slowed down and be

l prepared to stop at time next block but ho kept on going running three
1 n j guartera of a ratIo beyond that and into the next block past the danger

signal half mile more until ho brought up against tho local

± WCARTHY COULD NOT SEE DAVIS
The fireman McCarthy could not know what Davis was doing The

engine they had was what is known as a wide firebox with ono cab The
engineer occupies the cab and the fireman is back in tho pit and from his

I lf Injuries must have been at work at his fires for ho is badly scalded
What about tho statement that the Jersey Central cars are more egg

pbella old wooden things that will collapse at a shock that would not
I feazo ordinary modern coach 1-

I I will answer that by referring you to the patrons of the road Ask
them what kind of cars we provide The cars In the train that was smashed
were good ones and had given satisfactory service Their frames wero not
of ef el nor are new ones for which we ihavo Just contracted to hove them
Steel to the lest of my knowledge Is only being used in the big seventy
toot Pullmans and In heavy coaches of that type

DOESNT LIONIZE TIlE ENGINEERD-
avis should be given credit for ono thing he stayed at his post to

the last Interrupted Chief Counsel Do Forest who had been listening to
Mr Dealer

I dont understand that he did said the General Manager From all
I can understand he sustained his injuries by Jumping As to the brakes
tIng applied passengers say that they heard them p ut on Just a moment
before the collision or as It was occurring but the breaking of the air and
teem pipes would hnyo caused that too-

T o property loss is not worth talking about It will not amount to-

t mere than 112000

4 wonderful feature of tho wreck Is the small injury sustained by
j l DvJsM engine It lost only its cat and was pulled back on its wheels I-

wth trai-
liboazLboUnd train did not kill nny one nor do any damage Thatr 1 UM MM that jawed tUe amjuhuu a womfent aLter U occurred That this

it 4 oIif h r

BURNING WRECK OF PHILADELPHIA FLYER AND BOUND BROOK TRAIN
IN WHICH TWENTY WERE KILLED AND FIFTY HURT AT WESTFIELDNJ
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is true Is shown by the fact that It has hut a few scratches on the sides ol
its cars

DOUBTS GRAND JURY REPORT
What about the charge alleged to have been made a year ago by tho

Monmouth Grand Jury with reference to an accident at Bclmar to the
effect that the Jersey Central was not modern wan oldfashioned and
should be improved

That accident occurred on another road said Mr Do Forest We
simply nm our trains over It but nevertheless I do not believe the jury
made that report

The Jersey Central resumed Mr Besler wouldnt think of putting
out trains or equipment that was not safe It would not be good policy and
it would no pay Our equlpmenis first class in every respec It Is true we
have cars that were not built this year but we keep our stock up to a good
standard and the moment anything gets to a point where its usefulness Is
ended wo retire It Immediately

Only three coaches were damaged in this wreck and that and the in
Jury to the engines cab comprise tho total damage As I said its not
worth talking about-

In conclusion I wish to say that Ill stack up the employees of this
road against any in tho world for efficiency judgment and for a knowledge

and a working one tOOot all that a modern railroad man should have
at his fingers en-
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OFFICIALS MAKE
FULL INQUIRY INTO WRECK

The officials of the Jersey Central and Philadelphia and Reading Rail ¬

roads headed by VicePresident and General Manager W G Besler are
deep in the investigation started last night shortly after the wreck at West
Held to shed as much llEht as they possibly <ym on tho causes of tho dis-
aster

¬

If any besides Engineer DavIss carelessness or failure to obey signals
were responsible

Every employee who had anything to do with the despatching of the
two trains that were In the smash up the members of their crews yard ¬

men and switchmen who could possibly have any knowledge of the cir¬

cumstances is being examined Individually in tho Jersey City offices of the
company Tho statements thus far made agree practically with what is
already known and should anything develop to change it General Manager
Besler promises to give it out at once 1

I want tho public to Imowhe said that we want to find out all
there is to be found out about the wreck Wo are not doing anything
secretly and we court any Information from outsiders that mny help us in
our work

Davis has been quoted as saying that lie did see the lights and ran
past them thinking everything was all right He didnt make such a state-
ment

¬

to any of tIme railroads representatives Ho told a man whom I sent
to him that ho didnt see any signal at all that ho didnt remember seeing
any lights

There is a possibility that tho blowoft from the cylinders may have
obscured the lights as ho ran past That doesnt seem satisfactory though
for Davis was an old engineer He knew where tho signals were and It
doesnt seem likely that ho would tako tho chance of running by them with ¬

out looking carefully for their llghtslt would ho suicide
St

FOUR MOR VICTIMS IN

HOSPITAL CANNOT LIVE

Dlstrlsslng scenes multiplied by the hour at tho Muhlenherg Hospital-

In Plainfield since the news of the wreck was spread about the neighbor-

ing
¬

hamlets and hardly a moment passed that some grlofcrnzcd wife or
parent didnt attempt to force a way Into the hospital to inquire for mlwlng
ones

Tho staff of doctors and nurses worked unceasingly from tho time tho
first mnngled victim of the wreck was brought In until into today

Of tho thirteen injured ones brought Into tho hospital threii or four are
thought to bo beyond human aid Probably time most tetrlbly Injured of
them all Is John Davis tho engineer of thu Philadelphia express Davis
was pinned In his cab under a mast of broken and twisted lion which frac-

tured
¬

tho hones of the pelvis and tore great gaping wounds In tho flesh
about the thigh

TIlE ENGINEERS DREAD PENALTY
Early today tho doctors performed tin operation on tho man removing

some of tho crushed and broken bones thereby relieving him somewhat of
the torrlblu agony ho was BUfffring though ho Is not expected to live many
hours The doctors say that his death will be accompanied with excruciat ¬

ing suffering
R M IMng forty years old of Wcstfleld who was taken to the Plain

field hospital labt night culTuring from terrible burns about tho held nnd
fractured ribs has lirrn pronounced filially injured by till physicians

Frederick Ration whoso InUre body Is covered with burns anti bruises
has also been given up as beyond aid

Eveivil Rughtnn of Mttuchcn whoso right log was so crushed that It
had to be amputated and who wis cut and burned about tho head anti
shoulders has tIn doctors say a bare chance of recovery

Mrs Blotch thirtyfour years old of Westfield whose arms and right
leI were broken dud crushed Is not expected to live
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PATHETIC INCIDENTS
MARKED THE TRAGEDY-

I was in a railroad wreck onto before and have seen several said a
man who escaped wlthoijt injury but never a worse ono than this-

I helped from the burning cars many wln were terribly hurt All

were bravo and urged me to aid others who were more seriously hurt
One woman whom I helped out pleaded with me to save her husband

who had been sitting with her He had been instantly killed probably for
Just then tho body of a dead man was taken out from where I had savod

the woman I was thankful that she dill not see it

Died as He Begged for One Last
Look at His Wife Who Was Being Rescued

The wreck burned for a quarter of on hour before the first firemen

came

Men and women who were struggling unhurt but pinned down on tho
top of tho wreckage screamed in vain for help to those who were lifting
out the first they could reach and who had the heartrending choice of tak ¬

ing those near at hand and leaving those who would require more time tq

tho flames
One man about whom the fire was already playing screamed shrilly-

to two men who were carrying off a woman who was unconscious
Thats my wife Let mo look at her Let me speak to lier

But before their attention could bo called to him by those who heard
tho cry they had carried tho woman through the fence and the wreck had
lurched Inward carrying tho husband with it

Two Sufferers He Tricq to Assist
Expired as Mr Walls Succor Came

Mr Wall of Westtleld stumbled across tho body of a man both of
whoso legs were cut off The man clutched at Mr Walls leg and begged

him to kill him Mr Wall tried to lift him and as ho did eo tho man died
A moment later ho heard screaming from the gullY beside tho track

For Gods sake somebody give mo a drink
Mr Wall found a man lying there and put a flask at his lips but before

tho first drop could pass the sufferers lips he fell back dead

Dont Mind Me Said a Dying Hero
Sec What You Can Do for the Others

Dont mind mo Im done for See what you can do for some of the

othersWhile
heavy beams were tearing him and flames raging all about him-

a man whose Identity probably will never be known heroically thought or

others whose lives might bo saved Tho rescuers could not help him so

they turned to others
Tho man was taken out half an hour later burned to a crisp

I

EIGHT DEAD IN

ANOTHERViRECKI

Two Southern Pacific Passen-

ger

¬

Trains Come Together

Near Tucson

TUCSON Ariz Jan MTwo Bout-
hrn Iacltln iwMimcr trains collldmi-
luiul on when running nt full Rpee4i

near Vnl IHIffii miles east nf Tucstin
earl toda > Illevrn earn worn con
iuinid In a few minutes

Knxlnoor truer nnd his flrotnan and
iiiKlnror Vllsla were liirmM to ilualh-
i U Illil haIr Ilicmun mrlounly Injured

J M lllllan of fnmhrldK ilasx Was
mniid 10 ilea I hi iUht hoilliH hal l> oi n-

fouiMl low mUll y ITU contumul IH

lint known
A itHof ualn with miMllcnl uid hrniiKht

seventeen Injured ID Tucnon
Tin first known uf Ih tollltlon HUH

tho cumliiK of I lie toll ris l IJr which
jioku IIIOKH from Nil 0 and Mil down
grate li> Tiicunn whorw It was i lltured

STREET CARS WRECKED

Jlriiil On 4ollUliiliii III Ht lonlx lie
mill Iu torliiui lulnrlfn

t>T UI lit Inn tlurng II neniy
fog todiy there wrre evitiil uticutcrtr-
o lllinii Wlihln ecnl > rn imtrn two
leadon colliHlnnn oc iirred on tlm
Clayton Division of the Transit Corn
Miy hue BVN men were eric Ully

Injured In 110 IWo wreck und a niiniLiiT-
of vtimi rtvdvcJ bruise sill tflltthu-

I Iildj i-

t

SEVEN KILLED IN

I AN ILLINOISXRECKC-

hicago Northwestern Fast
Express Dashes Full Speed

Into a Stock Train

CHICAGO Jon 23ln a marend col
Union on the Chicago North Austcrn-
llnllrrud toliy at Ill fox ill two
trainmen and IIvo stockmen wce lilllnl

rue irilnn In coilllim tuiru a Nilo
tnrkrd fliKk train ami IL flint cxir <

The latter toloncniii1 lie cab MHO uf iho
stock iriln kllliu nI41 < iu OK u-

pa n I Ibo ilrunun of the ioiseiger-
was killed-

FUNERAL TRAIN IN COLLISION

Crnn UriiKiMi Oit u Mint Tlliri-
IVrS

i n hurt
MUO 111 Jim Js Vi hlp Cast

inrscngtr tuuiui at tin Illlmilii IMIIIII-
mo tlio Hi IOIuiI u In In i niiiiiul-
milll lon mar tum Mdiv A pnUitti
car In hutCh WIS tN l mh uf lay tItle
Jullga J IVirreMv ltti i i uinl of I-

Irid lund monibn if lio d rilontii-
Mmlls mis iiltufuil In tit er ut tin
Ht ltitils rain

Ils cur wfl pnrily wrMII iho eoflin
lnilicn ojion II iiI the Ililu ennei3 xttciilyK-
IUCCII linn llruilinei of Chicago
llr111111 > t the Chlcagi trili nnJ
tiM leN I lrttlIt n II J in in HIIO vn-

vrrtfU InJiirrl Mel II VIIUnl d1ri
Heir uf the thlMgo train wjpiU wlOi
slight injuries

A doiiKo fntf prevtmltM Vlllan1 trnm-
HIliII the 61 iiUis train In limo to

slop IaueiiKera In the re iular cuaclua
were not hurt

tIti > L or

SAVOY HOTEL

CUESTSROBBEDSe-

veral
1

Thousand Dollars

Worth of Jewelry Stolen by a
I

Bold Thief Who Changed

Clothes with His Victim

BELLBOY PUT UNDER ARREST

Although It Is denied nt Headquarters-
It In n oct that the star men of the
tVntrnl Olllce are working their Intel
Itch to an unwonted extent In nn en
ilrivor to capture u thief who has cro
n ted onnstornnllon In the big Savoy
Hotel

It IB reported that the culmination of
a Mrlex of annoying thefts occurred last
night when a guest was robbed In ills
room of all hits jewelry and valuable
worth several thousand dollars and nbn

I a suit of ulothcH which tIle thief wore
away lenvln hIs own habllamcnts be
html

Denials nrn made at the hotel that
there has boon tiny trouble Hut a bell-

boy was arro Uil yesterday chinjci
with stealing V3 Q worth of jewelry
from the rooms of a family named Stein
mid a nurse containing K 0 from the
room of another guest Tho boy was
held In custody for six hours and his
homo waif searched but nothing Incrlm
fruiting mix found against lte
WItH liltddcd-

Tho lute people unable to cope with
tlin thieves reported to headquarter
direct and Inasmuch ns Justice Dugro
who ownS the hotel directed his per
sjiiil attention to the case the Police
got pxtnmely busY Up to date they
Jiavo not succeeded In llndlns a single-

Iue

AMERICANS KILLED

fiGHTING INDIANS

Eight Are Dead in Battle with

Yaquis Who Attacked a Min-

ing

¬

Town in Old Mexico

CANANTA Maxlco Inn IS Tho-

VnquU have attacked the town of San
Murlal tli mining centre of the state
mil almost token possession of It

Tho lefciulcrH of San Mti rein against
I In YiUiulH Inclurtfil moru than twenty
Amorlcunii uigii of whom woro killed
iimonir them Mr UAlllJtor formerly
HiijHTlmcmlpiit of the Puerto Cites mine
of title iilico Krink Icmllpton formerly
foreman of tilt Same mine antI Kd Hlmti-
nnd Oeorgo Iarroll-

li In titod lhoro worn n number of
Anioiiuiis on the side of the Ynonl

TO CUT CAR FARES

HALf IN NfW YORK

Assemblyman Fitzpatrick Would

Have FiveCent RoundTrip
Tickets for Certain Hours

fSpfilal in Tilt Krintni World

AIHANY Jan M People In Now
YuiU nn ride down to bUlns and
lack homa nt nlKlit by paying only ono

fare It u bill offered today by Astern
ttiylnali Ilupntrlrk become n law

Tho bill requires tub nurface elevated
anti terry lines to give a return ticket to
alt I trsn paying a far b tuoen S-

anil
3

7 A M the return ticket good be

YCCII 5 and Ii P U a penalty of 1109

winK provided for each failure to com-

ply with Uv Uw P

1

p

f
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FOUR SICNAlS 1

WERE DlSPLAYEm

I
Indisputable Evidence that Alt

Possible Mechanical Warn ¬

ings Were Given to Engineer
of the Philadelphia Flyer

t i

I

ANY ONE WAS SUFFICIENJ-

Despite Thee and the FlagmanWho-
Stood

raj
Directly in the Way Wav-

Ing
¬

His Red Lamp Engineer
Crashed Into Doomed Train

Unofficial Investigation today places
the solo blame for the catastrophe upon
JamEs II Davis engineer of the New
Jersey Central express which nlunged
Into and ploughed Its way through the
local Whether Davis wan drunk or no
her blind or In the possession of his
Isual powers may never be known liiIs micnnsdoiiB In the hospital with
fractured pelvis lacerated and burried-
amI there Is no hope for hfe liteIUsnroman Samuel McCarthy also escaped
Immediate death tat Js In the same
Iioi3 tal suffering from frightful brtIse-
lie woo unable nt noon to tell the atr>
of the wreck end BO Is everybody else
vfho knows the facts about Engineer j
Davis condition when he stood at the
throttle u

Pour AVnrnlnir SlunnU
These facts however are Indisputable

Davis ran his train at a frightful rate of
speed past four warning signals ana
within a mile of the scene of the wreck
nhloh would have brought any train to-
a halt This was burning brightlY at-
Ganvood und he was permIttedtojtiia-
dinning slowly but he not check the
speed of Ills train tTho second was opposite the Westfleia
station On seeing It he should have
brought his train to a stop

TJie third was on the block tMDunnutlen train was stalled on a quarter ofa mile MIst ot that point This was alsol18tlAlthl-
heRe are all overhead block signallights hut they were not the only13nlln s In the path of the flying ex ¬

press Two brakemen had beenenthack one by the Dunnollon the otherliy the TVestlleld local which werestanding on the fatal block Just beore tho noIdent the Dunnellen traincalled In in rear end man preparing
to start but tile brakeman of the West
held train ma still on duty with the redlantern two hundred yards behind thetrain and near that distance east of thoplace where the collision occurred

SlBnnlmnn at 1IU Post
There Is evidence that this man waved

his sIgnal when he saw the express
coming and an eyewitness nays that theman stood between tho rails untIl
last possible second practlcaltytrylnr
to check the on express There-
Is a curve just east ofspot DavIs may nave thought tooth
locals were stalled on track No 3 am
that track Mo 2 on which be was run-
ning

¬

was clear The night was dark
wet and dismal AH tfthelIghts1how
nor were visible and he hid no right
to disregard them

fAMOUS WOMAN tl
COMPOSER DEAD

1
Augusta Holmes Who Wrotet

Hero and Leander Born lit
Ireland Fiftythree Years Ago

PATHS Jan 2SThe death of Auguat
Holmes the planlste and comooier OR

numerous symphonies Including Hero
aol Leander was announced today
She was born In Ireland about the year
ISM

When only thirteen years old August
Holmes composed a minuet for the rest
ment Artlllerle de la Garde and the
conductor of the orchestra asked her to
direct the rehearsals The nut success ¬

ful composition of Mile Holmes was
Hero and Leandcr perfomed In UT7

Then came The Argonauts and
Poland and Ireland All these were

performed nt the Pasdeloup concerts
A symphonic ode Inspired by the cele-

brated
¬

trlpllque of Purls de Chavonnes i
Luaus pro Paula was perforfeedidmIS-
SS and In 1SSO the grandest work of
her life a triumphal ode glorifying I
Prnnce mil tho Republic was produced
with wonderful euccejw at the Palais
tie Industrie

Mite Holmes was an Indefatigable
worker end for that reason ehe lived
far from the centre of Parts In Rue
Juliette Iamber near the rwldfnre of
Mme Adam Her homo was filled with
curious bibelots and objeti dart
brought from all parts of the world
There lire many portraits of the com

xiicr In the unions among them on-

ly
J

Jacquet and another by Mile Huat

LIKE RIVER OF OIL

juilc Ivtrulenm an Ent Rl-
vuuurli

e
> llrnkeii 1lyrllnrC-

tptaln of small craC In the RM-
nivpr were Brntly astonished today t-

lIte barge iu > nlltlei of crude OT-

rti
corer

the river tram Newtown Creek to
lellgatc It is beUd that the ol
aMI >ed from one of the MK trunklln

Ijiei of the Standard Oil Compusy1
which may have burst under tile crss

Thpsa Pipes start from the central
lit In Plttsburs ls utuud rue

orncy coat aorosi the bay 81i4aerfii nt of Jong Inland rr
pllillt cwi Newtuii Creek to
ulIII Clt i

t 1M omeoa pf tho vulof rs 1

roll isnie In LOOP island City tN fl
of tin Pll >r

ehenlentlY denlrtl bui Ijtr rl5-
M much the cpI M-

ha cea ot Ihs e
leavy bllinkotllnNR IJw-

IrowWa aofl After
with UJI Wlu r-

kbea r


